New Personnel

Craig Martin, from Michigan, has
arrived in Guatemala City for a term
of V.S. service. After some weeks of
Spanish school and orientation, he
will be stationed at Headquarters,
and helping with errands and mate-
rial work as he grows into helping
with outreach and church support.

Wz

Craig Martin, our new V.S. fellow,
is from Sandusky, Michigan.

Correction

In the “Pastor of the Month” article
in the July/August issue, it was incor-
rectly stated that Byron and Karen
de la Rosa both met and married
in 2008. In fact, they met in 2006,
and were not married until January
2009. The author apologizes for this
oversight, and for the false impres-
sions it may have caused. The author
was reminded of the importance of
accurate research and care about
sensitive details.

In Memory of Carlos Urizar... continued

Carlos went
through some dis-
couraging times
during the last years,
and because of some
hard feelings within
the local congrega-
tion, was for a time
out of fellowship.
After several visits
from the brethren
seeking restoration,
he was willing to
forgive and ask forgiveness. He and his wife Marina were both
received back into fellowship on June 19, 2011.

Carlos’ health also suffered during recent years. In Sep-
tember, before a scheduled checkup for a prostate problem,
he requested an anointing service. Mark Gingerich and Jorge
Avila went to La Sorpresa and led out in this beautiful service,
in which Carlos expressed total peace with God and the local
congregation. Afterwards, he was a very happy man.

Three days later, when Carlos went in for his checkup, he was
given the option of an immediate operation. It was a Saturday
afternoon when he went into prostate surgery, and coming

Carlos and Marina Urizar lived their last
years together in La Sorpresa.

out of surgery that evening, all seemed to be well. It was after
midnight on Sunday morning, September 11, that the family
received the call: Carlos had suddenly passed away. The Lord’s
ways of healing are not always to our preference, but it gives
much comfort to know that Carlos is now totally free from the
misery of illness and pain.

The family requested two nights of vela (all-night watch),
during which church brethren and community people gathered
for special services and companionship. Mark Gingerich and
Harold Kauffman officiated an anointing service before the
funeral for an elderly man in the congregation. Harold mused,
“Carlos is gone. Who will be next?,” not knowing that in less
than 24 hours, his wife would also pass those gates.

Carlos’ sudden death left behind a wife and two grown chil-
dren. May the Lord give courage to the family and grace to the
church, as they continue to live and serve without him.

—Mark Gingerich and Brian Yoder
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Darlene Kauffman

Oct. 11, 1926—Sept. 24, 2011

To the congregation at Lirio de los Valles, nothing
seemed different about that Tuesday evening prayer
service, except that Harold and Darlene Kauffman
were there. They had returned from Carlos Urizar’s
funeral with Mark and Norma Gingerich a few hours
before.

The fact that Harold and Darlene were in Guatemala
at all would probably be shocking to some. At 86 and
84 years old, it was hardly the time to be leaving the
comforts of home for lands beyond the border. But
when the call for help went out from the church in San
Bartolomé, they decided to leave Wisconsin and spend
almost five months helping the needy congregation.

The brethren fixed up a small house just behind
the church, across the muddy driveway from the
school. It was somewhat primitive, but it kept them
dry. There was no mission vehicle available for them,
so they lived without one, travelling by bus when
weather kept the airplane away. At the time of life
when most great-grandparents enjoy a rocking chair
in the sunshine, they were making some last memo-
ries among a congregation who needed their support.

When the President’s wife landed in a helicopter on
the airstrip behind the church, Harold was engrossed
in a Bible study with the brethren. “They were so

“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy” Psalm 126:5

November, December 2011

Harold and
Darlene
Kauffman,
during their
last months
together in
Guatemala.

enthused about the study,” Harold later chuckled,
“that they didn’t bother to go out and see her until she
had already left.”

When a portion of the road collapsed into the ravine
and vehicles couldn’t pass, Harold and Darlene got out
and picked their way down the muddy bank and up the
other side to a waiting bus, just like everyone else.

It was after a Saturday in the city that Harold and
Darlene flew to Quiche, since the strip in nearby San
Bartolomé was too muddy to use. After standing along
the street for two hours, waiting in vain for a bus, they
decided to stay at a local hotel for the night. At 3:00
AM, they received a call that Carlos Urizar, an ex-pas-
tor and dear friend from La Sorpresa, had passed away.
Early Sunday morning, the plane went back to Quiche
to get them.

Harold and Darlene accompanied Mark and Norma
Gingerich to La Sorpresa on Monday, where they par-
ticipated in the all-night vela, and went to the burial
the next day. Although everyone was weary during
the long trip home on Tuesday, Darlene was even
more cheerful than her usually cheerful self, chatting
and laughing. She warned Norma, “Now you don’t
need to go to prayer meeting tonight; you should go
home and get some rest.” Darlene, of course, violated

Please make donations payable to “Mennonite Air Missions” and send to: Mennonite Air Missions, c/o Amos Hurst, 140 Rothsville Station Rd., Lititz, PA 17543. Crossing her own advice and went to church.
the ravine After chatting with the mission staff, Harold and

Mennonite Air Missions (USPS 383-570) where Darlene went to their room. Everyone else went
Mennonite Air Missions newsletter is published bimonthly by Mennonite Air Missions, Inc. Editor / Mission representative: Brian Yoder, Apartado 2569, Guatemala City, Guatemala, CA the road home. The call came at 4:50 the next morning—
019-01; Mennonite Air Missions Board: Chairman: Duane Eby, 14438 Daley Rd., Hagerstown, MD 21740; Assistant Chairman: Wesley King, 30 Juliasam Dr., Belleville, PA 17004; . . g
Treasurer: Amos Hurst Jr., 140 Rothsville Station Rd., Lititz, Pa. 17543; Secretary: Lee Lehman, 2065 Sollenburger Rd., Chambersburg, PA 17202; Urie Sharp, Leon Yoder, Wesley King, washed Darlene had died suddenly of a heart attack. She was
Mervin Kuepfer, Pete Shirk, Stanley Neuenschwander, Jeff Weaver. The newsletter is sent free of charge. Send all newsletter correspondence to MAM Newsletter, 7995 Saint Peter’s Ch. )
Rd., Bolivar, OH 44612. MENNONITE AIR MISSIONS is published on the fifteenth of January, March, May, July, September, and November. Application for Periodical Permit is pending away. less than a month from her 85th birthday.
at Harrisonburg, VA 22801. (Continued on page 3]

ATTN. POSTMASTER: Send address subscription changes or change of address materials to MENNONITE AIR MISSIONS, 1050 Mt. Clinton Pike, Harrisonburg, VA 22802.



EDITORIAL

by Brian Yoder

The End of the
Journey of Faith

Faith is often described as a journey: a winding
experience of the unseen, the unknown, and the
unexpected. But in the pressure of the present, we
often forget that every journey comes to an end.
Even the journey of faith arrives at its conclusion.

Hebrews 11:6 simplifies this journey of faith in
a beautiful way: But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him. Two steps are implied here. First,
the journey begins with a simple realization: God
is real. The rest of the journey is compiled by one
growing realization: God rewards the seeker, and
God is worth banking on.

Now that we have passed the starting point and
believe that God exists, the essence of our faith is
summed up in a simple question: Is it truly worth it
to me to do God’s things God’s way, even if it costs
me something? [s integrity always worth more than
money? [s purity better than porn? Is singing at
the nursing home better than a Sunday afternoon
nap? The deeper our conviction about a Rewarding
Father, the greater the consistency with which we
will do things His way.

[ ducked through the doorway of the one-room
adobe house, and took a chair beside the bed of the
dying man. He was a friend of many years, but he
looked extra old and shriveled, lying on his home-
made bed of twine and straw mat. He recognized
me, but his eyes were closed. He spoke to me halt-
ingly, as he concentrated on drawing oxygen into
his failing lungs.

Santos had accepted the Lord years before, after
a life of drunkenness and sin. His was a faith that
cost him something, and was precious to him. Even
in later years when his health was failing, I would
often find him in the hammock under the mango
tree, with his Bible and Sunday school book, pre-
paring for Sunday. He loved the Lord and loved the

brethren, and willingly took his place among them
as health allowed.

[ was unsure of how to comfort a man facing
the end of life, so [ looked up 1 Cor. 15. I read that
stirring proclamation of Jesus’ victory over death,
and the promise of everlasting life. And what those
verses do for the dying, that last verse does for the
living: Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord. “Labour is not in vain...”
Those words niggled in my mind long after I had
left.

Six days later, Santos’ journey of faith ended. The
curtain between the worlds lifted, and what he had
always accepted by faith he now knew by sight.

The moment of death is the moment of truth in
this journey of faith. The little, obscure choices that
helped form a person’s character now stand starkly
against the backdrop of Truth. A lifetime of deci-
sions are either horrifyingly exposed or gratifyingly
justified. Those who lived by faith are rewarded by
a God who does not forget.

Carlos Urizar made choices that moved him from
place to place throughout his life. Santos Barahona
stood by a decision to abandon his drink and live for
the Lord, losing friends and risking misunderstand-
ing. Darlene Kauffman said yes to a journey that
would lead her to far-flung, uncomfortable places
in a life of sacrifice and service. Theirs was a step of
faith, a life of trust. Was it worth it?

A life of faith is often a difficult walk, but every
journey reaches a conclusion. In that day, no cup
of cold water will be forgotten, no godly decision
ignored. And then, what of the price of believing, the
sacrifice of serving, and the cost of identifying with
Christ? All will surely be swept away in the reality
of the “Well Done” of Jesus, and eternity will reveal
the value of a life spent walking with God.

Darlene Kauffman... continued

The next days were filled with paperwork and
preparation for sending the body back to the U.S. for
burial. Through it all, Harold was calm and coura-
geous. “I never heard my wife complain,” he said.
“And why should I question what God has planned? I
didn’t make my wife; she was the Lord’s!”

On Sept. 15, a memorial service was held at the
Institute building. There was a tremendous outpour-
ing of love and respect, as hundreds of friends from
many churches came to share their appreciation and

ments were shared: “Harold and Darlene loved us,
served us, and made a deep impact on our lives.”

On Sept. 17, Harold Kauffman flew back to the
States with the remains of his wife. The funeral at
Sheldon, Wisconsin, was held on the 19th. Darlene
Kauffman, mother of three, grandmother of 16, great-
grandmother of 54, co-founder of Mennonite Air
Missions, and loved by Guatemalans and missionar-
ies alike, was laid to rest. Hers was a fruitful life and
a challenging example to the very end.

show their support. Over and over, the same senti-

—Brian Yoder

In Memory of Carlos Urizar

Carlos Urizar was born and raised in San Andrés.
In May of 1974, he accepted the Lord and became
one of the first members of the Mennonite church
there. As his aptitude grew, he was used in minis-
terial work in the Quiche region, and pastored the
church in Mixcolaja from 1979-1981.

From Mixcolaja, he was moved to Oratorio, where

he served as pastor from 1981 to 1987, as well as

Pastor of the Month

Jerlin and Corina Lopez have
served the Porvenir congregation
for the last three years.

Jerlin Lépez is a third-generation
Christian, born in Oratorio while his
parents, Amilcar and Aurelia, were

serving as church planters there. As
a young person, he attended church
and the Christian school in Guatemala
City. He began doing odd jobs for the
mission as a young fellow, later serv-
ing as our immigration expert.

Jerlin became a Christian when he
was 13. From early on, he showed
an interest in spiritual work. He was
included in the first “Workers' Train-
ing Class"” at about 17 years old, and
worked side by side with Duane Eby
in visitation and church work.

Besides serving in the local church,
Jerlin was often used in outreach
work. He supported the work in San
Marcos, and made frequent trips to
Pital. For years, he helped with the
outreach in Honduras, braving the
elements and the tough hike to “Las
Brisas,” as part of the effort to plant a
church there.

Jerlin met Corina, Ismael Quihonez’
daughter, when she came to work at

helping with the church in La Pastoria. He then
moved to La Sorpresa, where he was pastor from
1987 to about 2003. After a time of church difficul-
ties, Carlos continued to live in La Sorpresa as an
active member and pastor without charge. He
continued to help with outreach work in Pital and El
Capulin, as well as teaching in Bible Institutes.

(continued on page 4)

the mission. They began a courtship
when he was 18, and were married
on Nov. 16, 2002. Since then, their
home has been blessed with three
daughters.

Jerlin was commissioned to the
work in Porvenir in 2008, and has
spent the last three years travel-
ling from his home near the City for
services and church work. He has
built strong relationships with the
church brethren there, and has shown
a patient willingness to walk beside
them in their struggles. His burden is
to see the membership mature and
strengthen, and see future leadership
raised up in the local congregation.

Recently, Ross Good was sent
to Pasaco to work with the small
church in Porvenir. For now, Jerlin
and Ross are working together there.
Pray for both Jerlin and Ross as they
invest in the lives of people whom
God loves.
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